Essay #2 – Argument

English 2121 Writing & Research

Richard Carr, Hennepin Technical College

Write a position paper on a controversial issue.  Examine the issue critically, take a position, and develop a reasoned argument in support of your position.

The purpose of a position paper is to persuade.  That is, you want to convince the reader to believe what you believe.  While emotional appeals can be persuasive, and raising the flag of national or cultural values can be powerful, in this assignment we will emphasize rational argument.  In attempting to establish the importance of extended family, for example, you could invoke emotional images of the elderly dying alone and uncared for, a sad and scary prospect, or you might remind the reader of the values of giving and sharing, painting a picture of a loving family gathered at a traditional holiday meal, yet it will be necessary also to provide logical reasons in support of your position, arguing that extended family, say, promotes the welfare of children by having grandparents in the house to help in their upbringing and, as a consequence, that such children will have a stronger sense of community.  Thus, while remaining cognizant of our readers’ feelings, as well as our own, and the values we share and do not share, we will make reason, or reasonableness, our primary mode of persuasion.

Since we are writing in an academic environment, we know that our readers are college educated and that they expect a balanced and rational argument.  Accordingly, a position paper will be somewhat more formal and less subjective or personal than our Evaluation essay.  Yet at the same time, our readers will value a personal touch, appreciating our integrity, forthrightness and humility.  That is, because the world is not painted in black and white, it's okay to say “I don't know” or “I don't have all the answers” or even “I may be wrong.”  But even so, after we consider the issue from various angles, our readers will expect no less of us than to express our opinion clearly and take a firm stand.

On what will you take a position?  Just about anything.  What are the pressing issues of the day?  There are many important debates taking place right now relating to U.S. foreign policy, domestic social ills and maybe even campus controversies.  Decisions are being made at this very moment, and writing a position paper is a means of becoming involved in and influencing the decision-making process.  For topic ideas, start by thinking about what you have read in the newspaper recently.  What is your favorite section of the paper?  What debates are occurring there?

List some possible topic ideas here: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

 “The Rules”

· Write at least 4-5 pages, but not more than 6.
· The paper—final version and all drafts—must be typed, double-spaced, with indented paragraphs.

· Use a 12-point font like this one, which is Times New Roman.

· Use standard margins on all sides (MS Word default settings are acceptable).

· Number all pages.

· Put your name, my name, class/section and date on the first page.

· Give your essay a meaningful title.

· Please do not use any colors, pictures or charts—just words in black and white.

· Do not use any form of binder.  A plain file folder and paperclips as needed should be adequate.

· For all essays, you are required to turn in with your final draft all of your notes, prewriting, journaling, worksheets, peer reviews, drafts, revisions, and other materials specified.  So keep everything!

[image: image1.wmf]Different!  In this essay you must cite at least three outside sources.  Two of these should be print sources (even though you may find them online).  They may

come from news magazines (like Time or Newsweek), newspapers (like the New York Times or Minneapolis 

Star Tribune), academic journals, government documents, or scholarly/researched books.  Do not use 

entertainment magazines (Spin, People, TV Guide), editorials (op-ed), fiction, textbooks, or pamphlets.  

In-text citations must be in the MLA style, and your essay will include a separate Works Cited page 

listing your sources.

	Keep track of your progress:

      Topic proposal = _____ pts. out of  10

Draft + workshop  = _____ pts. out of  10

        Three sources = _____ pts. out of  10

Sentence exercise = _____ pts. out of  10


	Total participation = _____ pts. out of 40

Essay grade (       ) = _____ pts. out of 60

Transfer final sums to syllabus.


















































