Essay #3 – Solutions

English 2121 Writing & Research

Richard Carr, Hennepin Technical College

The purpose of the Solutions essay, like our previous assignment, is to persuade.  That is, both are argumentative essays.  The Solutions essay, however, is a special kind of argumentative essay.  You will identify a problem, discuss several possible solutions to it, and argue that one solution is better than the others.  The problem of starvation, for example, could be solved by increasing food production, redistributing agricultural resources, or decreasing population growth, but the latter is the best solution (just for example) because unchecked population growth will outstrip our ability to produce and distribute food.

There are many possible topics for this essay.  Just look in the newspaper.  In every section every day there are stories about problems, from political, social and economic ills to technological and environmental concerns.  There are even athletic and artistic issues to resolve.  Remember, however, that you are looking for a problem to solve, not a controversy merely, but something “broken” that needs to be “fixed.”  

Identifying the problem.  Early in your essay, you will need to identify the problem under consideration.  This will require describing, defining and/or limiting the problem.  For example, if starvation is the problem, you may want to focus on famine in developing countries, or on hunger in the U.S., or perhaps even more narrowly, on malnourishment among U.S. children.  

In this part of the essay, it may also be necessary to establish the problem, to argue that it really exists and that it’s really a problem.  Some readers, for example, might not realize that malnourishment among U.S. children is a serious issue.  Or if we are talking about developing countries, there are people who may not believe that famine has gotten out of hand, or if they do, maybe they don’t consider it a problem (or our problem).  So before discussing solutions, you may have to argue that the problem is both real and worthy of our attention.

Discussing possible solutions.  Once the problem has been identified, you will turn to a discussion of possible solutions to the problem.  You should discuss at least three or four alternative solutions, and each should be plausible and feasible.  Plausible means believable, and feasible means workable.  Farfetched or oversimplified solutions are of no use in this essay.  Proposing that we solve the problem of prison overcrowding by building penal colonies on the moon is farfetched—it is “out there,” literally as well as figuratively—and because the solution is not technologically or economically possible, currently, it is simply not feasible.  By the same token, suggesting that execution should be the penalty for all felonies is much too simple, given our current value system, and therefore not plausible.  On the other hand, building more prisons or investing in crime prevention programs are examples of solutions that are both plausible and feasible.  

Arguing that one solution is better than the others.  Your discussion of possible solutions will consist of examining the pros and cons of each, and by the end of the essay, it should be clear that one solution is better than all the others.  As in the argumentative essay, it is vital that you not only assert your own position but also present and respond to counterarguments.  (As a reminder, here is a list of terms that we’ll use in our class discussions:  pro, con, argument, counterargument, assertion, objection, answer, refutation, accommodation.  Do you know what all of these mean?)

Because all the solutions you discuss will be plausible and feasible, it is unlikely that you will utterly refute and entirely reject any one of them.  In fact, you may be tempted to suggest that all the solutions should be used at once.  Don’t do this!  In order to pass this essay, your thesis must state that, even though all the solutions would be helpful, one solution is definitely better than the others.  But what constitutes “better”?  There are a variety of criteria.  Perhaps one solution would solve the problem more thoroughly, more quickly, less expensively, or with less risk.  But don’t worry about these sorts of criteria right now; they’ll develop as we continue the writing process.

Documentation.  This is to be a documented essay.  That is, you will incorporate into it several outside sources that you have found in the library.  Do not look for sources that “prove” your thesis, however, since if they exist, there is no point in writing another essay on the topic.  Rather, think of these outside sources as your helpers, or employees, if you will, that work for you under your supervision.  You can put your sources to work in various parts of your essay.  Some of them can help you describe or establish the problem, and some of them will surely help support and explain the various solutions to the problem.  And although this may sound odd, you can even use outside sources that argue against your thesis.  You might use this latter approach in order to give your opponents a fair shake, letting them speak in their own words and present their best case.  While some sources may argue for or against your main points, others might simply provide facts or statistics, and still others might be used just for examples and illustrations that help clarify your ideas.

As usual, this is a lot to absorb.  But we’ll work through the writing process one step at a time, and if you keep up, all will go well.  Your first task is to make a list of problems.  Find as many as you can, but then try to narrow down to five or so problems that you find personally relevant or that you would most like to see solved.  Consider those that you think will hold your interest for the next several weeks.  In our next class meeting, we will discuss some of your ideas, so be prepared to share your thoughts and questions.

The details:
· [image: image1.wmf]Essay length:  5-6 pages, 7 max.

· Include a separate Works Cited page 
in MLA format

· Cite 5-6 sources in the essay

· Half of these sources must be 
traditional print sources

Other assignments and requirements:

· Topic Proposal

· Photocopies/printouts of all sources

· Notes on all sources

· Annotated Works Cited page, listing 12
sources (at least half print), in MLA format

· Sentence exercise

· Readings

· Discussions

· Drafts

· Correct MLA in-text citations in final draft

· Correct MLA Works Cited page in final draft

 Plus the old rules:

· The paper—final version and all drafts—must be typed, double-spaced, with indented paragraphs.

· Use a 12-point font like this one, which is Times New Roman.

· Use standard margins on all sides (MS Word default settings are acceptable).

· Number all pages.

· Put your name, my name, class/section and date on the first page.

· Give your essay a meaningful title.

· Please do not use any colors, pictures or charts—just words in black and white.

· Do not use any form of binder.  A plain file folder or pocket folder and paperclips as needed should be adequate.

· For all essays, you are required to turn in with your final draft all of your notes, prewriting, journaling, worksheets, peer reviews, drafts, revisions, exercises and other materials specified.  So keep everything!

· Please be sure to fill out the Self-Evaluation portion of the Rubric before arriving at class on the essay due date.
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Keep track of your participation:





        First 4 sources = _____ pts. out of 10


      Topic Proposal = _____ pts. out of 10


 Next 4 sources (8) = _____ pts. out of 10


Partial draft = _____ pts. out of 10


 Last 4 sources (12) = _____ pts. out of 10


Full-length draft = _____ pts. out of 10


 Anno. Works Cited = _____ pts. out of 10


Sentence exercise = _____ pts. out of 10





Total participation = _____ pts. out of 80





Essay grade (     ) = _____ pts. out of  120
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