Poor Richard’s Pretty Good Rubric* 

Student  _____________________________ Instructor ________________________________ Date ______________ Evaluation ______


___ Audience:  This essay clearly demonstrates an awareness of its intended readers.

· Analyze the audience.

· Varying the □ tone and □ level of formality to meet the expectations of the audience. 

· Write to a □ college-educated audience in a □ semiformal/formal style.

· Adopt an approach to your topic which is appropriate for the audience. 

· Adopt a tone which is appropriate for the topic and audience. 

· Choose □ information and □ arguments which are □ credible to the audience. 

· Choose language which is appropriate for the topic and the audience. 

· Keep the □ point of view consistent, □ shifting pronouns and/or □ verb tenses only 
where the shift is logical and necessary.

· Write a □ meaningful and □ appropriate title.

___ Organization / Thematic Structure:  This essay has a clear structure appropriate to its thesis and subject.

· Adjust the □ essay topic/subject focus so that it is suitable for the □ length of the essay.

· Establish a □ clear thesis or □ sense of purpose by directly stating it (or in appropriate situations by implying it).

· Choose the most appropriate method of organizing information according to the purpose of the essay.

· Achieve coherence □ within paragraphs (focus on paragraph topic) and □ between paragraphs (logic).

· Use appropriate, effective □ metadiscourse and □ transitional devices □ within paragraphs & □ between paragraphs.

___ Development:  The various phases of the essay are fully developed.
· Write introductory paragraphs which best suit your overall purpose and audience.

· Develop the □ main points suggested by the thesis of your essay completely and thoroughly
by using □ details, □ examples, □ reasons, and/or □ citations from your reading.

· Include counterarguments that address concerns of the audience.

· Develop ideas □ logically and □ provide explanations wherever they are necessary. 

· Develop ideas without unnecessary repetition. 

· Write concluding paragraphs which best suit your overall purpose and audience.

___ Sentence Structure:  The sentences of this essay are generally free of errors and appropriately varied.
· Recognize and avoid □ sentence errors – □ inappropriate fragments; □ run-ons; □ comma splices; □ awkward, □ vague, □ wordy, or □ unclear sentences. 

· Recognize ineffective passives.

· Avoid problems with □ coordination/subordination, □ non-parallel structures and □ mismatched constructions.

· Vary sentences for □ emphasis, revising to achieve □ variety in length and style.

___ Word Choice:  The words in this essay are chosen with accuracy and with attention to style.
· Recognize and avoid □ vagueness, □ clichés, □ wordiness, and □ repetition in word choices.

· Recognize and avoid □ slang/regionalisms/dialects/jargon and □ biased/dehumanizing/sexist word choices.

· Use words appropriately with respect to □ denotation and □ connotation.

· Make □ pronouns refer clearly to the appropriate □ referents.

___ Grammar / Usage / Mechanics:  This essay demonstrates a sound control of conventional usage and mechanics. 


□ errors in grammar/usage:

         □ errors in mechanics:
          □ errors in manuscript form:



□ verb/auxiliary forms 


□ end punctuation 

□ MLA in-text citations


□ noun--plural/possessive 


□ commas



□ MLA Works Cited page



□ pronoun forms 



□ apostrophes


□ APA in-text citations


□ adjective/adverb forms 


□ semicolons/colons

□ APA References page


□ subject/verb agreement


□ contractions 


□ page format/layout      



□ pronoun agreement 


□ numbers/abbreviations 

□ punctuation/spacing



□ shifts in person/number


□ hyphens/dashes/slashes 

□ quotation conventions



□ shifts in tense/mood/voice

□ parentheses/brackets 





□ errors in spelling/homonyms

□ ellipses



□ edit for typos



□ accidental word omission/repetition
□ capitalization/italics 



□ vocabulary









* Adapted from the General Studies Writing Program Rubric of Bowling Green State University.

Note:  Your essays are evaluated and assigned a letter grade holistically based on the grade descriptions in the syllabus.  Therefore, specific marks on this rubric do not necessarily “add up” to a specific letter grade.  The rubric and the marks and comments I make should be viewed not so much as justifications for your grade but as information for you to use, tailored to you.  As such, the rubric offers you focused learning opportunities for your next essay –concepts to explore and techniques to apply.











